


The reading of picture books 

with your child is one of the 

most important and enjoyable 

ways of spending time together. 

The combination of pictures and 

words is a close relationship, 

which echoes the relationship 

between parent and child.

With a picture book the child 

looks at the pictures while the 

adult reads the text. This leads 

to surprising and stimulating 

shared conversations between 

the two, as text and pictures 

are explored and pored over. In 

the best picture books there is 

often a mysterious gap between 

the pictures and the words, a 

gap that is filled by the child’s 

imagination.

Sometimes the illustrations 

will tell a slightly different 

story from the words, 

by suggesting what the 

character is thinking or 

feeling. Sometimes they 

may even contradict the 

text. The way an artist 

places characters in a scene, 

uses colour, light and shade, 

can tell us far more of the 

story than the words. These 

are all clues to understanding, 

to be discovered and talked 

about, together. It is a valuable 

experience, for both parent and 

child.
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